
SHORTER NOTES 

MYTHOLOGICAL HYPERBOLES AND PLAUTUS 

In the first chapter of my book Tradition and Originality in Plautus. Studies of the 
Amatory Motifs in Plautine Comedy,' I have expressed the view that mythological 
hyperboles in which the Comic character asserts his superiority in one respect or 
another to a mythological hero, far from being a product of Plautus' own imagination, 
as suggested by E. Fraenkel,2 are a specifically Greek element, adapted by Plautus from 
his originals. Here I should like to draw attention to one particular aspect of the 
pattern of thought in question, not dealt with in my book, which reinforces my 
argument and further underlines the traditional framework of which this pattern forms 
part. I refer to those 'pointless challenges to deities ', a typical Epic motif, of which 
the following examples may serve as an illustration: 

(1) Agamemnon's challenge to Artemis (Cypria, ap. Procl. Chrest.): 

Kat To SE6TEPOV )OpOLUtLE'VOV T0O rT6Aov 'v Avl"AL' 'AyatLE'pivwv &Tt O7'pas gaAcwv 'Aau/ov 
U7TEPfacAA1ELV E'0rV7UE Kat T77V "APTEtktV. 

(2) Thamyris' challenge to the Muses (Hom. Il. 2.297-8): 
,U7EUTO Y'ap EVXOILEVO0 VLK7)UrELjEV, Et 7TEp av aV 

Mo&gaat a'Et3olEV, KOVpa ZJLOs alyLOXoLo 

(3) Niobe's challenge to Leto (Hom. Il. 24.607-8): 
OVVEK apa A-qrToE lUaaCKETO KaAAl7rapppW, 
/78010) TrEKE'ELV, 7 8 aVirq )/EL'VaTo 7ToAA069, 

(4) Eurytos' challenge to Apollo (Hom. Od. 8.223-8) :4 

av8pacn 8E lrpo0TpoLcYLV E'pL5E/1EV OUK EOEAw, 

oo'W'HpaKA1i oilr7' Etp6r6T OlXaALii, 
a K Ol a6aV 'TOLarLV Epl`EUEKOV TEpL T6CWOV. 

Tq.) /ia Kal allob' E'OaVEV ~iEyas5 Ei6pvTros, OV8' i7TL y'pas- 
(KET EI)L tLEyapoLULI XOAWia/.LEVOS9 YLp 'A706AAwv 

EKTavEv, OVVEKa ILV 7Tp0KaAlt'ET0 T066'EEaOaL. 

Cf. Eurytos' challenge to Herakles in Soph. Trach. 265-6:5 

Aiywv XEpOtV Ev C a'OVKT' EXWV 3E'Alq 

TW;J)VW 7TKVWV AIEL'7TOLTO 7TP09 T060V KPLULV. 

The notion underlying these boastful challenges is analogous to that involving the 
speaker's assertion of his superiority to a mythological hero. Note the use of verbs 
denoting superiority for expressing the hyperbolic comparison in two of the above 
quoted examples,6 which corresponds to the formula attested in Plautus.7 In these 
challenges to deities we have one of the earliest presentations of hyperbolic mythological 
comparisons to have come down to us through Greek literary tradition. 

Tel-A viv University NETTA ZAGAGI 

1 Hypomnemata 62 (G6ttingen, 1980). 
2 Plautinisches im Plautus (Berlin, 1922), Ch. I (= Elementi plautini in Plauto, trsl. by 

F. Munari; Firenze, 1960). 
3 G. S. Kirk, The Iliad: a Commentary (Cambridge, 1985), i. 216. 
4 Line 223 may be regarded as an inversion of the mythological hyperboles in question. See 

also M. Davies, Hermes 113 (1985), 247-9. 
5 For a recent discussion of the Sophoclean passage see M. Davies, CQ 34 (1984), 480-3. 
6 Ex. 1: 1"7TEP1aiAA1ELV; Ex. 2: VLKUqcr4E'LEv. See next note. 
I Treated by Fraenkel as a criterion of Plautine originality (ibid.). On this question see Zagagi, 

op. cit. 16, 28, 38ff., 46ff., 50. For {7TEp/a'AAELtv see op. cit. 39, 49, 60 n. 139; for VLK&v, 47f. 
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